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THE SUMMER IMPRESSIONISTS
JULY 3  SEPTEMBER, 2014

SANTA BARBARA, CA  Sullivan Goss  An American Gallery is
pleased to announce its third annual exhibition of The Summer
Impressionists. Just in time for leisurely summertime viewing, the
exhibition will include a gorgeous collection of late 19th and early 20th
century paintings by major American artists from both coasts who were
inspired by the French movement.
In 1874, Claude Monet exhibited a painting in Paris titled Impression, Soleil Levant (Impression,
Sunrise), which prompted the categorization of paintings as impressionistic, based on their being painted
out of doors and catching a fleeting moment of time and light. Moments such as when a canoe suddenly
floats into view, or when afternoon light dappled by a tree’s canopy dances in a summer breeze.
Impressionist painting, while present in France since the 1860s, was slow to catch on in America and
didn’t reach the zenith of its popularity here until the first decade of the 20th century. Even in France,
the movement wasn’t widely known until the 1880s, limiting opportunities for American artists to see the
“shocking” new paintings. Still, there were artists on this side of the Atlantic as well who were
interested in new ideas. A majority of the paintings in this show were painted in the last few decades of
the nineteenth century, at the dawn of American understanding of the movement and the beginning of the
French fascination with it. As such, all of the artists in this exhibition received at least part of the training
in France, either at the Academie Julien or under the tutelage of senior artists.
Artists included in this exhibition: Frank Weston Benson, William Verplanck Birney, William Merritt
Chase, Charles Courtney Curran, Edward Dufner, Abbott Fuller Graves, Hamilton Hamilton, Arthur
Merton Hazard, Winslow Homer, Marguerite Stuber Pearson, Edward Potthast, Robert Lewis Reid,
Guy Rose, Lionel Walden, Theodore Wores
Come to the opening. Visit, explore, collect! 1st Thursday, July 3rd from 5  8pm.

